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boring insects. Other species (Ostoma) inhabit fungoid growths
on trees. The larvae are questionably predaceous.
Rupertsburger has done some work on this family (1894).
There are three British species (Fowler).
Tenebrioides mauritanica, a cosmopolitan insect, lives in
stored grain, which it is accused of damaging. The larva
certainly injures a lot of grain by eating out the embryo of
each; but it is a question as to whether the adult does not
feed more on the larvae of other grain-infesting insects than
on the grain itself. In any case, it is easily exterminated by
means of heat and fumigants.
HELOTIDJE.
Antennae short, with four-jointed club. Tarsi five-jointed,
fifth longer than rest combined. Anterior coxal cavities
round ; coxae widely separated. Two raised waxy spots on
each elytron.
A small family of about forty species, occurring in Japan,
Malay and certain parts of India. One species has been found
in East Africa. In shape they are an elongate-oblong, with
a metallic upper surface, much sculptured, and usually with
four raised, yellowish, waxy spots on the elytra.
They have a small head, short, clubbed antennae, and eyes
set well back. In general characters they resemble the
Erotylidce. The first tarsal joint is very small, and the fifth
is longer than the preceding four together.
They have been found feeding on the exuding sap of trees.
The earlier stages still remain to be investigated. The species
have been listed by Ritsema in the Berlin Catalogue.
BYTTJKIDJE.
Antennae inserted before eyes, eleven-jointed, with three-
jointed club. Tarsi five-jointed, fourth small; claws
toothed. Coxae narrowly separated, anterior coxal cavities
closed behind. Five free ventral segments.
A family of only one genus comprising four species, two of
which are found in Europe and two in North America.
They are small beetles, 3-4 mm. long, of a dull yellowish